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not properly managed. Madhya Pradesh Forest Department initiated a programme 

called "Lok Vaniki" in the year 1998 to provide a practical solution to the problems 

faced by the private forest land owners in getting permission for felling of trees 

standing on their fields and also to encourage them to sustainably and profitably 
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implications. 
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local Forest Management Associations in management of private forests and in 

providing services for forest owners. It also gives some examples of how the Finnish 

model is being adopted in other countries. 
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Abstract 

Forest policy in Denmark aims to increase the environmental values of forests. 

Based on a survey among private forest owners in Denmark, four types of owners 

have been identified, clustered according to their forest management attitudes and 

practices: (1) the production-oriented owner, (2) the classic forest owner, (3) the 

environmental/recreational owner, and (4) the indifferent forest owner. Owners in 

Clusters 1 and 2 are mainly motivated by financial and wood production aspects, 

whereas owners in Cluster 3 are to a greater extent motivated by environmental and 

recreational aspects. Cluster 4 is the least motivated cluster.  
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Germany 

Abstract 

The mobilization of timber in the private forest is a central issue in the examination 

of small private forest owners. The legitimate request to utilize this growing stock 

encounters a lot of difficulties. Attitudes towards a forest utilization are changing. 

Knowledge, abilities and skills of handling forests as resources are disappearing. 

Due to the distribution of property there is a strong rise in the transaction costs at 

decreasing forest area. This is fixing an important limit of timber-mobilization or of 

motivation of forest owners. The mobilization will increasingly be an arrangement 

of the relationship between persons providing a service and forest owners. 
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Small scale private forests in Germany are often seen as the last rich timber reserves 

in an economy hungry for ever more timber. However, access to this resource is 

controlled by a very large number of forest owners. The example of a small private 

forest area in eastern Saxonia shows that statistics underestimate timber harvest in 

small scale forests. Also, owners' social background, their goals, values and course 

of action are not actually supportive of providing timber for the market. The 

argument of this article is that whosoever wants to gain wider access to timber from 

small scale private forests has to be responsive to owners' prioritary attitudes. 

Current forest policies often fall short of achieving this. Proposals are made, how 

this goal could be achieved in the long run. 

Geographic 

Location 
Germany. 

Language German. 

Summary 

Language 
English 

Publication 

Type 
Journal Article. 

URL http://www.schaper-verlag.de 

ISSN 0932-9315 

Year of 

Publication 
2007 

 

  



ERAMETSAKESKUS Page 23 
 

Author Zimmermann, W.; Wild-Eck, S. 

Institution Institut fur Umweltentscheidungen, ETH Zurich, CH-8092 Zurich, Switzerland. 

E-mail 

Address 
willi.zimmermann@env.ethz.ch 

Editor Zimmermann, W. 

Title 

 

Structure, behavior and perceptions of Swiss private forest owners. 

(Die Wiederentdeckung des Privatwaldes (The rediscovery of 

private forests) 

 

Original Title Struktur, Verhalten und Einstellung von Schweizer Privatwaldeigentumern. 

Source Schweizerische Zeitschrift fur Forstwesen. 2007. 158: 9, 275-284. 36 ref.  

Publisher Schweizerischer Forstverein 

Location of 

Publisher 
Zurich 

Country of 

Publication 
Switzerland 

Abstract 

More than a fourth of the Swiss forest belongs to private forest owners. Little is 

known about the demographic structure and attitudes of these 246 000 people. In 

this article, selected results of a questionnaire that was sent to a representative group 

of private forest owners are presented. In particular, aspects such as their 

demographic structure, attitudes towards agriculture, geographical distances between 

their home and forest, use of wood, and attitudes toward subsidies are discussed. 

The selected results of the study show that a change of the demographic structure 

among the group of private forest owners is taking place and that the impact of 

financial incentives offered by the government is rather modest. 
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This special issue contains 4 papers entitled: (1) Cooperation in Lucerne's 

[Switzerland] private forests; (2) Structure, behaviour and perceptions of Swiss 

private forest owners; (3) Private forest owners research in Germany: overview and 

implications; and (4) Private forest property in Austria - newly discovered. 
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Abstract 

This study examines heterogeneity in nonindustrial private forest owners' timber 

supply by using a large panel data set of Norwegian landowners. The full sample is 

divided into more homogenous subsamples. Supply responses differ considerably 

with respect to property size and across regions. Changes in roundwood prices and 

interest rates are the main determinants explaining the decrease in supply during the 

period 1989-1997. Future roundwood supply analysis should preferably account for 

heterogeneity in order to avoid inconsistent estimators that could mislead decision 

makers. 
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Abstract 

The aim of the paper is to compare the present value of income changes from the 

sustainable and unsustainable management scenarios in Cadiz (Spain) and Ain 

Snoussi (Tunisia), considering the multiple commercial uses and forest amenities 

enjoyed by private owners (only in Cadiz) of cork oak forests. The results show that 

the sustainable cork oak forest management in Ain Snoussi generates a higher 

present value of aggregated labour and capital incomes and leads to a capital loss 

when compared to the current cork oak depletion scenario. In Cadiz, the cork oak 

forest sustainable management scenario leads to a significant capital loss for private 

forest owners given current cork prices and government aid to forest natural 

regeneration. 
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Abstract 

This report provides an overview of the yields, costs and operating results of private 

forestry companies for 2005 and previous years. The data has been taken from an 

information network of around 150 private forest owners. The information network 

is based on a sample from the group of private owners with more than 5 ha of forest 

registered with the Forestry Board. In 2005, the private forestry companies in the 

Netherlands suffered a loss of 50 euro per hectare of forest, which improved the 

results for the second year in succession. But not all companies booked a negative 

result: almost 30% of the forest owners closed the year with a positive result. This 

group manages 44% of the total private forest.  
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Abstract 

Long-term timber leases are one mechanism that can be used to develop access to 

timber supplies for companies unable or unwilling to purchase land outright for 

growing timber. To investigate private forest owner opinions and attitudes regarding 

long-term timber leases, we conducted a survey of landowners from Wetzel county, 

West Virginia. No long-term leases were reported by respondents, but 24% claimed 

they would enter a lease under certain conditions. The most frequently listed concern 

related to long-term timber leases was for the "loss of control". Results of this survey 

are discussed in the light of forest management efforts that might be used to improve 

the social, financial, and environmental benefits for private forest owners. 
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Abstract 

This paper empirically assesses the potential direct effects of the characteristics of 

the family unit (bequests, household income, forest reinvestments, personal and 

family labour, logistic resources and professional assistance) on individual forest 

management in terms of planting, silvicultural and harvesting practices. 103 forest 

landowners were personally interviewed about their commitment to and 

involvement in land management during 1999-2003, considering a forest region in 

northern Spain. The pattern of land acquisition, household dependence on forest 

products for self-consumption, the availability of machinery, in addition to family 

labour force and technical guidance in forestry, are all significantly related to the 

ability to manage and use forestland as a capital asset.  
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Abstract 

In Sweden, privately owned forests provide timber as well as recreational 

opportunities and biodiversity. Through survey data, this study compared the 

attitudes of private forest owners towards various forest functions to how forest 

officers understand these attitudes. The views of forest owners and forest officers did 

not always coincide, nor did the attitudes of forest owners in different regions of 

Sweden. Forest officers regarded timber production as more important than did forest 

owners. Forest owners considered recreational and environmental functions of the 

forest as more important to them than did forest officers. Possible explanations for 

these differences were discussed, along with forest policy implications. 
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Abstract 

In January 2001 private forests covered 453 500 ha and had 142 800 owners in 

Lithuania. After the end of Land Reform and the process of restitution, the forests 

should be approximately 975 000 ha private forests (49% of the total forest area). 

This study was conducted to determine the management objective, problems, needs 

and priorities in small-scale private forestry. The analysis showed that the main 

objective of private forest owners was to supply wood for household needs (77.5%). 

The main problem of private forest owners was that forest properties were too small 

to achieve efficiency (73.8%). The main need of private forest owners was the 

centralized protection of forests against fires, insects, disease, and others (69.7%). 

More than 40% forest owners need various services. 
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Abstract 

This paper discusses the process of restitution of non-state forests, development of 

ownership structure, results of an opinion survey on preparedness of private forest 

owners to manage their forests and identification of the main problems and 

constraints in the private forestry sector. The share of non-state forests is 57% of the 

whole forest area. Private forest owners partake by 15% and community forests by 

25%. The process of restitution of owner's rights has not been completed. At the 

beginning of 2000 only 5% of forests were managed by private owners. Most 

private forest owners own very small forest holdings (on average less than 2.8 ha).  
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Abstract 

Existing data and published literature were analysed to identify and understand the 

characteristics of private forest owners and the major factors that may influence 

land use and management. The results are discussed in relation the development of 

effective assistance programmes. 
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Abstract 

What are the 5 main problems in the Lithuanian forestry sector? A total of 70 

individuals were selected: private forest owners, timber processing industry 

representatives, governmental forestry decision-makers, governmental 

environmental decision-makers, intermediate forestry staff, forest scientists, and 

NGO staff. A total of 350 problems were identified by the respondents, and they 

were grouped into six broad categories. They were: forest policy, state forest 

management, private forest management, timber trade and processing, forest 

ecology, and human resources.  
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Abstract 

This book is the first comprehensive English-language overview of forestry in 

Japan. Chapter 3 focuses on the factors contributing to unprofitability in privately 

owned and managed forests from the standpoint of silviculture costs and internal 

rates of return. The role played by the forest owners' association in caring for the 

forests on behalf of the owners is discussed in Chapter 4. Chapter 5 focuses on the 

workers employed by big private forest owners and the owners' association to take 

care of the forests. Chapter 15 describes how mountain villages can be revitalized 

by new, non-forest related businesses. Chapters 16 and 17 discuss the new 

relationship between people and forests resulting from the growing interest in 

forests, forestry and wild animals on the part of the city dwellers. 
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Abstract 

Based on the Compensation and Restitution Law (EALG), the formerly public 

forest have been re-privatized since 1995 by the Ground Exploitation and 

Administration Corporation (BVVG). Contrary to the private forest owners, who 

had not taken an active role in their rights and responsibilities and were granted the 

return of their property, the BVVG forest applicants actively pursue ownership. The 

development of this new group of forest owners is outlined. This group owns 690 

000 ha in the new German states. After the completion of this transfer of ownership, 

up to 50% of the total forest area in East Germany will be in private hands. The 

results of a written questionnaire distributed to all 3250 BVVG applicants illustrated 

a representative picture of their attitudes, motivations, and goals. 
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Abstract 

A survey was conducted into the wood supply demands of the pulp and 

particleboard industries in France, presented from the point of view of private forest 

owners with a steady supply of wood or timber derived from thinning or conversion 

operations. The consumption of hardwood has risen relative to that of conifers 

during the 1990. Both roundwood and wood chip material can be utilized by the 

forest products enterprises. 
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An illustrated summary account is given of a statistical survey carried out in France 

between September 1999 and March 2000, into the structure of private forests, the 

first for twenty years. Private forests comprise over 10 million hectares, an increase 

since 1980 of about 200,000 ha. Data are tabulated and briefly discussed for the 

following aspects: average size of private forests, characteristics of forest owners, 

timber harvesting and marketing, rural development and extension, public 

information, hunting, and new targets and objectives of private forest owners. 
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Abstract 

The felling age of stands in Lithuanian protected areas has been set higher in 

commercial forests. Private forest owners have to bear financial losses related to 

these restrictions. This study prepared and implemented a method for evaluating 

these losses in private forests of groups II and III. The method of evaluation of the 

present value of future income is used. Financial losses of forest owners consist of 

the difference between the present stand timber value and discount stand timber 

value during period of felling age increasing. The financial losses of private forest 

owners reached 29.5 mln. Lt in January 2002. 
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Abstract 

The concept of close-to-nature management combines an economic use of forests 

with nature conservation. In attempting to implement the concept nationwide, the 

category of privately owned forests, which make up 46% of Germany's forested area, 

has received increasing political attention. The adoption of close-to-nature forestry 

practices within private forests is difficult to describe due to exceedingly diverse 

owner-specific factors. This article presents an analysis of how non-industrial 

private-forest (NIPF) owners in the Black Forest region of Germany assess and 

implement close-to-nature forestry practices. The study is based on a written survey 

of approximately 900 randomly selected owners of forestlands ranging in size from 

0.1-200 ha. 
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Abstract 

Most of private forest owners have abandoned or ignored to do the individual 

management of their forests even though the private forests occupied 70% of total 

forest land areas. With this reason, various main actors for the forest management, 

such as Association, Business Corporation, Forest Owner's Association, Local 

Public Enterprise, and Logging Contractor, were introduced. In conclusion, the 

forest owner's association is the most adequate main actor for the forest 

management as a new because it has conducted the works and guidance related to 

the private forest, and also it prepared sufficient conditions for the forest 

management, such as forest management experts, forestry technicians, capital, 

technology, and equipment.  

Geographic 

Location 
Korea Republic. 

Identifiers South Korea. 

Language English. 

Publication 

Type 
Journal article. 

ISSN 0023-6152 

Year of 

Publication 
2004 

 

  



ERAMETSAKESKUS Page 42 
 

Author Pivoriunas, A. 

Institution 
Department of Forest Products and Markets, Swedish University of Agricultural 

Sciences, P.O.Box 7060, SE-750 07 Uppsala, Sweden. 

Title 

 

Decision-making by private forest owners: literature review of 

some empirical studies 

 

Source Baltic Forestry. 2004. 10: 1, 104-108. 12 ref.  

Publisher Lithuanian Forest Research Institute (Lietuvos Misku Institutas) 

Location of 

Publisher 
Kaunas 

Country of 

Publication 
Lithuania 

Abstract 

It is of a crucial importance to the forest owners and other key players in the forest 

sector that the basic determinants of the decision-making of forest owners were 

understood. This topic usually requires a set of complementary empirical studies 

both from economics and social fields. Empirical studies show private forest owners 

differ in their attitudes towards forest management and correspondingly, take 

different decisions on how to act at various situations, related to the different aspects 

of forest management. In this paper, a literature review of some empirical studies, 

on decision making among private forest owners is provided. 
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Abstract 

About 1500 non-industrial private forest (NIPF) owners’s interview in Baden-

Wurttemberg, Germany is used to review the perceptions of forest owners regarding 

the condition of their forests, their forest management, the state of their own forest, 

their preferences and the assessment of own possibilities to influence forest 

condition parameters are discussed. The NIPF owners extensively internalize the 

discourse of ecologically sound management and close-to-nature forestry. Their 

preferences are coined also by the context of the surrounding landscape and their 

professional orientation. The condition of their own forest is described as close-to-

nature which is in contrast to the view of experts. The extensive windthrows in the 

1990s introduced a change in awareness of the forest owners. 
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Abstract 

The organization of private forest owners in Germany into forest enterprise 

associations is described and its bottom up approach is outlined. Cluster studies of 

the timber producing and processing industries in Nordrhein-Westfalen and 

Brandenburg show the potential of the governmental top down approach. Optimal 

linking of both approaches is discussed. 
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Abstract 

Out of 2.5 million ha of forest in Bayern, Germany, 54% is owned privately. 

Approximately 710 000 ha is owned by owners with less than 10 ha each. Since 

2000, 1100 of private forest owners are surveyed yearly to collect data on logging 

and marketing. Data (2000-04) are presented on logging levels, timber categories, 

and marketing strategies. 
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Abstract 

The potential of a new policy instrument was tested, namely the forest group or 

cooperative forest management, in implementing close-to-nature practices as part of 

multifunctional forest management. Data collected in Flanders (Belgium) from 3 

types of interviews were used: expert interviews (N=95), individual NIPF owners' 

interviews (N=404) and NIPF owners' focus groups (N=11). It was found that 

stimulating close-to-nature management in private forests is more fruitful in a forest 

group than it would be outside the forest group. To trigger a change in forest 

management, the forest group should identify and focus on the practical difficulties 

that NIPF owner's experience.  
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Abstract 

The primary targets of the research were to study motivation of being forest owners, 

their wishes and plans on forest use and management. Those polls provide 

information on forest owners' social portrait, issues of interest for the PFOs, the 

sources of information and the ways of improving knowledge for PFOs, their 

knowledge on forestry and forestry related questions. Data from the surveys were 

bases for private forest extension system improvement in Latvia. The surveys of 

PFOs indicated the difference between active and non-active PFOs and their 

management tendencies are mainly determined by the size of forest holding, sex, age 

and place of residence of PFOs. 
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Abstract 

The aims of the study were to identify different types of Swedish forest owners, to 

quantify their objectives and to validate a previous, qualitative study of the objectives 

of the small-scale forest owners. A survey was conducted and forest owners were 

classified by means of cluster analysis into five types: the "economist", the 

"conservationist", the "traditionalist", the "multiobjective owner" and finally the 

"passive owner". Significant factors characterizing these owners are presented and 

discussed. The results showed that clear subgroups of forest owners can be 

differentiated by their objectives and confirm recent studies suggesting that a sole 

emphasis on economic benefits is not desirable from the forest owners' point of view. 
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Abstract 

A survey was carried out amongst 165 small (less than 20 ha forest, with 70% less 

than 1 ha) private forest owners in Baden-Wurrtemberg, Germany. The 

effectiveness of different measures to remind private forest owners of mobilization 

of timber supplies is discussed. Contact was made with less than 50% of owners and 

40% of forest services acknowledged that less than 5 forest owners per year were 

actively involved. 
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Abstract 

Nine papers discuss different aspects of private forestry in Bayern, Germany, 

including new research on small private forest owners; objectives of farmers with 

farm forests; information collection by forest owners (based on a survey of 550 

owners); the effect of farm closures on forestry extension services; estimates of 

logging and timber sales from small private forests; different types of collaboration 

between forest owners; forest management of small private forests within the 

European-wide network of nature reserves (Natura 2000); decision making for a 

model private forest; and requirements for the use of modern forestry machinery in 

by private forest owners. 
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Abstract 

A set of hypotheses was formulated on the basis of available knowledge about non-

industrial private forest (NIPF) owners' risk preferences in Sweden. The empirical 

material used for testing the hypotheses was gathered in telephone interviews with 

130 randomly selected NIPF owners from 2 municipalities. Direct economic risks 

such as price and cost changes are seen by this group as much more important than 

indirect economic risks such as biological damage. The forest owners regarded 

forest holdings as a safer investment than stocks or bank savings. The results on risk 

attitudes were ambiguous. However, when larger amounts of money were at stake, 

the forest owners could be considered risk averters and a decrease in absolute and 

relative risk aversion could be confirmed. 
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Abstract 

A private forest owner's right to do with his property as he sees fit is, however, a 

prerequisite to the owner being able to provide social-oriented forest functions 

within the scope of legal and commercial regulations. The steady increase in legal 

social obligations discourages property owners to continue with the responsibility 

for their forests. Society and politicians are apparently unaware that this encroaching 

socialization of forest property leads to a loss of performance in forestry aimed at 

public welfare. What society needs is to attain a new awareness of private property 

ownership. Only then will forest owners be able to manage their woodlands 

according to their own objectives, while simultaneously fulfilling the forest 

functions society wishes. 
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Abstract 

The profitability of deforestation was studied in three private forests (Namungo, 

Buganegane and Mugalu), in Uganda. The objective was to carry out a comparative 

assessment of the alternative land use options. Three options were considered, 

namely agricultural production, plantation forestry (Eucalyptus) and sustainable 

natural forestry. Both socio-economic and physical data collected through formal 

questionnaires, informal discussions and forest inventory were used for the analysis. 

The results show that it is more profitable to clear natural forested land for either 

agricultural production or plantation forestry. In conclusion, there is an economic 

incentive to deforest, and therefore, deforestation is an optimal land allocation 

decision for some private forest owners. 
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Abstract 

A survey was conducted to determine the current and potential commitment of 

private forest owners in North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany. Questionnaires were 

sent to 3231 private forest owners. The survey revealed three types of forest owners, 

each facing different situational difficulties. With regards to utilization motives, 

similar types of forest owners were observed. The commitment potential (the 

proportion of forest owners who would do more for their forests if the opportunities 

were available) was high for the economically oriented forest owners and low for 

the other types. Results indicate that the degree of commitment of a forest owner 

and the utilization type could be correlated via objective features such as forest size. 
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Abstract 

The objective was to investigate whether it would be useful to develop a landscape 

visualization tool that would help forest owners understand the consequences of 

harvesting so they could make a more informed decision on whether to sell their 

timber. 545 forest owners who responded to the survey also evaluated the value of 

computer visualizations and a set of computer-generated images of the landscape. 

Our analysis concentrated on whether visualizing the landscape would affect sales 

decisions and - since women are increasingly becoming forest owners - how gender 

affected perceptions of the landscape and decision making. Visualization proved to 

be a popular tool for all forest owners. However, male and female forest owners had 

different perspectives on the forest landscape. 
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Abstract 

A survey was carried out in 2005 to the nonindustrial private forest landowners of 

West Virginia to examine the factors affecting their forest management decisions. 

The results showed that landowner, ownership, and management characteristics of 

NIPF landowners are associated with their forest management decisions. Specifically, 

age, education, profession, income, ownership size, period of forestland acquisition, 

distance of the forestland to the place of residence, whether the forestland was 

purchased or acquired through inheritance or as a gift, primary objective of forestland 

ownership, and presence of a written forest management plan were found to be 

significant determinants for at least one of the categories of forest management 

activities.  
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Abstract 

We surveyed members of two nonindustrial private forest (NIPF) owner 

organizations and non-members in southwest Wisconsin to learn their views and 

experiences on a range of forest ownership and management issues. The two 

organizations were the Sustainable Woods Cooperative (SWC) and the Wisconsin 

Woodland Owners Association (WWOA). Our survey yielded 503 completed 

questionnaires. Members and non-members differed little in terms of perceived 

benefits of forest ownership, concerns over potential barriers to management, recent 

timber harvest activities and confidence in their management skills. Members were 

more likely than non-members to have engaged in a variety of management activities 

during the last 3 years and more willing to consider future cross-boundary 

arrangements.  
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Abstract 

Private forests account for 46%, and their greatest share - 83%, occurs in the 

Podhale Region. Forest management carried out by private forest owners does not 

comply with the sustainable forest management principles, though their cooperation 

with the State Forests is very close. Recommendations regarding forest tending and 

protection, particularly in small-scale forest holdings are not met in full. The lack of 

interest of private owners to carry out management in their forests results from the 

high fragmentation of forest holdings and minor proportion of forests in the total 

area of a family forest holding. 
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Abstract 

A survey was carried out among owners of communal forests, private forest 

landholders owning more than 200 ha of forest land and small-scale forest 

enterprises with up to 200 ha of forest land. There are relevant distinctions between 

the two countries. In BW the financial function is the dominant motivation for the 

majority of the private owners. The communities emphasize both timber and non-

timber functions of their forests. Except for the protection function (avalanches, 

rockslides) the utilisation and importance of the forest in CH is lower than in BW. 

Profitability of forests continues to be a key-driver of intensity of forest 

management activities, but there is less influence on the choice of basic 

silvicultural strategies.  
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Abstract 

This study presents the total commercial income and profitability rate accrued from 

each link of the vertical integrated cork chain, for cork that is annually stripped and 

boiled at the Montes Propios de Jerez. The agroforestry account system 

methodology is used to classify the different productions and costs generated in 

each link of the vertical integrated cork chain. The criteria followed by the 

managers of the Montes Propios de Jerez de la Frontera reflect a social economy 

with high levels of employed labour force. This could explain why the preparation 

of the cork bark in the cork oak [Quercus suber] woodland estates has practically 

disappeared in the Alcornocales Natural Park, and the private owners prefers to sell 

the cork standing or at farm gate. 
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Abstract 

Overall there was a benign attitude towards public access to woodlands with only a 

few private owners reluctant to allow any access. Woodlands were mainly seen as 

non-commercial propositions requiring continuous investment to maintain their 

value, and many owners were attracted to grant aid to help them fulfil wider aims 

for woodland management. Owners felt that larger woodlands located in the urban 

fringe should be the strategic focus of access initiatives. In no case outside the 

public/non-profit sectors was recreational access a leading priority of the owner, and 

the blanket availability of proportional grants solely related to the provision of 

access seems unlikely to attract much new provision. 

Geographic 

Location 
England. UK. 

Language English. 

Publication 

Type 
Bulletin. 

ISSN 1460-3802 

ISBN 0-85538-666-5 

Year of 

Publication 
2005 

 

  



ERAMETSAKESKUS Page 62 
 

Author Hartebrodt, C.; Bitz, S. 

Institution 
Forest Research Institute Baden-Wurttemberg, Department of Forest Economics, 

Wonnhaldestrasse 4, D-79100 Freiburg, Germany. 

E-mail 

Address 
christoph.hartebrodt@forst.bwl.de 

Editor Wall, S. 

Meeting 

Small-scale forestry and rural development: the intersection of ecosystems, 

economics and society. Proceedings of IUFRO 3.08 Conference, hosted by Galway-

Mayo Institute of Technology, Galway, Ireland, 18-23 June 2006. 

Title 

 

Neighbours beyond comparison?! Contributions on the influence of 

the demands of society, restrictions and economic situation on 

appraisal of forests and management strategies in private and 

communal forest enterprises in adjacent regions 

 

Source 

Small-scale forestry and rural development: the intersection of ecosystems, 

economics and society. Proceedings of IUFRO 3.08 Conference, hosted by Galway-

Mayo Institute of Technology, Galway, Ireland, 18-23 June 2006. 2006. 145-157. 16 

ref.  

Publisher National Council for Forest Research and Development (COFORD) 

Location of 

Publisher 
Dublin 

Country of 

Publication 
Irish Republic 

Abstract 

Germany's state in the very southwest, Baden-Wurttemberg (BW), is situated at the 

border to Switzerland (CH). In both countries community forests (BW 39% of the 

total forest area, CH 66%) and private forests (BW 39%; CH 27%) enterprises play a 

substantial role in the forest sector. A survey was carried out among owners of 

community forests, mixed farm-forest enterprises with up to 200 ha forest in both 

countries. The survey focused on the restrictions, present situation, attitudes and 

behaviour in the individual ownership classes. It became obvious that forestry in 

both regions is almost beyond comparison. Both, the differences between the private 

forest enterprises and the communities, as well as regional distinctions are 

statistically significant. 
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Abstract 

This paper discusses the process of restitution of non-state forests, development of 

ownership structure, results of an opinion survey on preparedness of private forest 

owners to manage their forests and identification of the main problems and 

constraints in the private forestry sector. The share of non-state forests is 57% of the 

whole forest area. Private forest owners partake by 15% and community forests by 

25%. Most private forest owners own very small forest holdings (on average less 

than 2.8 ha). Problems with the settlement of ownership's relations testifying 

ownership and identification of holdings in the field are the main problems in the 

process of restitution. Another constraint is that private owners are insufficiently 

prepared for the management of forests. 
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Abstract 

At the beginning of the year 2000, the land-base of private estates in Romania was 

374 400 ha, (5% of national forest land), while the average of private woodlands 

reached ~0.56 ha. Through the Law on land ownership promoted on 10 January 

2000, another 700 000 ha will be transferred to the former owners. In spite of legal 

provisions aiming to enhance sustainable management of private forests, 10 000 to 

30 000 ha were deforested in private estates, while another 47 000 ha were seriously 

damaged by irregular tree extraction. Obviously, the main preoccupation of new 

private owners was to defend the woodland against timber robbery, rather than to 

comply with the forest management plan or the formal rules for forest management. 
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Abstract 

This paper develops hypotheses regarding the perceptions and assessments of non-

industrial private forest owners. The analysis of two surveys among approximately 

1500 non-industrial private forest (NIPF) owners in Baden-Wurttemberg, Germany, 

is used to review these assumptions. The perceptions of forest owners regarding the 

condition of their forests, their forest management, the state of their own forest, 

their preferences and the assessment of own possibilities to influence forest 

condition parameters are discussed. It becomes evident that NIPF owners 

extensively internalize the discourse of ecologically sound management and close-

to-nature forestry. 

Geographic 

Location 
Germany. 

Language German. 

Summary 

Language 

English 

French 

Publication 

Type 
Journal article. 

ISSN 0002-5852 

Year of 

Publication 
2004 

 

 


