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Arnis Mui�nieks

Chairman of the Board
Latvian Forest Owners’ Association



����
�	����������	���
������
��
�	

� Established in 2005.
� Represents forest owners’ interests in 

national and international organisations.
� Members – forest owners – individuals, 

companies, municipalities. 
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To promote sustainable and economically
viable forestry development in Latvia by
developing an environment for forestry
management where the legislation doesmanagement where the legislation does
not hinder taking sound decisions and
where the state administration have
created rational and effective
administrative procedures that do not
hinder entrepreneurship.
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� Private forests – 1,39 mil ha
� State forests – 1,42 mil ha
� Municipality forests – 77 537 ha
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� Arround 150 000 private forest 
owners

� The average private forest property 
size  – 7,5 hasize  – 7,5 ha
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� The first cooperative of forest owners in
Latvia was founded in 1993 and its initial
development was quite successful as the
number of member reached 1200.number of member reached 1200.

� Several managerial failures led to the
termination of the cooperative’s activities in
2005.
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� The next period of the development of forest
owners’ cooperation was between 2004 and
2007, when the EU funds for creation of
forest owners’ unions were available.forest owners’ unions were available.

� 32 regional unions were founded by using
these funds.
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� The founded unions acted as NGO’s which
meant that according to Latvian legislation
these organizations could not pay the profit to
their members.their members.

� Most of these regional unions do not deal
with wood trade, but their activities mostly
concern providing different services, e.g.,
filling in project application forms, information
processing, estimation of stand volumes etc.
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� There are no forest owners’ cooperatives at
the moment in Latvia.

� Couple of regional associations that have
acquired the forest owners’ trust haveacquired the forest owners’ trust have
initiated individual projects thus helping their
members to sell wood.

� One of the best examples is forest owners’
association “B� rbele”.
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Latvian Forest Owners’ Association
info@mezaipasnieki.lv
www.mezaipasnieki.lv


